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Circuito 1

Duration: 171 Days Route: Quito to Quito Style: Overland Tours

Peru, Bolivia, Patagonia, Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, Brazil, Venezuela,
Colombia,
Ecuador
Clock
up some
serious sightseeing on this diverse and fascinating overland
journey across the continent. Beginning and finishing in Quito, this trip covers
the whole of South America in one big circle from top to bottom and everywhere
in between.
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Tour Dossier Introduction
Dossier Last Updated: 10-04-2013
Tour Code: ATZ
Duration: 170 nights / 171 days
Joining City: Quito
Departure City: Quito
Nearest Joining International Airport: Mariscal Sucre Intl Airport Quito (UIO)
Nearest Departing International Airport: Mariscal Sucre Intl Airport Quito (UIO)
This dossier is designed for this particular tour and should be read in conjunction with the country dossier(s), regional pre-departure booklet and optional
excursions guides relevant to your itinerary. You will also receive a joining letter in advance of your journey with further information, while last minute
updates may be posted in the Latest News section of our website.

Tour Documents

PDF Document

Packing List for Overlanding Tours
Joining Letter for Tours Beginning in Quito
Optional Excursions Guide for Tours to South America
Pre Departure Booklet - South America Overland Tours
Argentina Dossier
Peru Dossier
Bolivia Dossier
Brazil Dossier
Chile Dossier
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Web Page

Colombia Dossier
Ecuador Dossier
Paraguay Dossier
Venezuela Dossier
Patagonia Dossier
Quito City Map
Portuguese Language Survival Guide
Inca Trail Passport Declaration Form

Inclusions
Accommodation: 84 night(s) in hotel(s), hostel(s) & guesthouse(s), 73 night(s) camping, 2 night(s) in homestay(s), 3 night(s) in hotels or campsites on
the trek route, 5 night(s) on overnight ferry(s)
Meals: 108 breakfast(s), 110 lunch(es), 76 dinner(s)
Excursions: Otavalo Market, Ingapirca ruins, Lambayeque Museum, Chan Chán ruins, Pyramids of Sun & Moon, Sechín ruins, Paramonga ruins ,
Ballestas Islands, Huacachina Oasis, Chauchilla Cemetery, Puerto Inca, Colca Canyon, Sacred Valley, Inca Trail Trek, Machu Picchu, Lake Titicaca,
Salar de Uyuní, Valley of the Moon, Salto de Laja Falls, Seven Lakes Drive, Torres del Paine NP, penguin colony, Beagle Channel cruise, Trinidad ruins,
Iguazú Falls – Argentina, Iguazú Falls – Brazil, Bird Park, Ubajara NP, Sete Cidades NP, Amazon ferry, Los Llanos, Tairona NP, Zipaquir
Salt Cathedral, Las Lajas Cathedral, Otavalo market
Transport: Tucan Travel vehicle, train, taxi, on foot, 4WD
Age: 18-60, max. 65 (recommended)
Group: Average 15-24
Staff: Tucan Travel tour leader, Tucan Travel driver, local guides

Exclusions
Sleeping bag & sleeping mat
International flights and departure taxes
Domestic flight taxes if applicable
Tips on included excursions, visas, travel insurance, personal items and single rooms.
Airport transfers and pre and post tour accommodation
Spending money – budget for meals, snacks, drinks, limited souvenirs, laundry, tips and any extras
Optional excursions - Please see our optional excursions guide on the dossier page for a comprehensive list of optional activities and excursions
available on this tour.

Highlights
Amazon Jungle
Nazca Lines
Colca Canyon
Inca Trail
Lake Titicaca
La Paz
Uyuni Salt Flats
Atacama Desert
Buenos Aires
Iguazu Falls
Rio de Janeiro
Salvador
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Amazon Ferry
Angel Falls
Cartagena

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1 to 1 - Arrive Quito
The first day of your tour is simply an arrival day with no pre-organised activities. In order to allow time to relax and see some of the sights you may wish
to add pre tour accommodation. On arrival please ask at the reception for information on when the pre departure meeting will be held.
Quito, Ecuador is the second-highest capital city in the world at 2,850 metres above sea level. It was founded in 1534 by the Spanish prior to which it was
an Inca stronghold. It is situated in a hollow at the base of the live volcano Pichincha and the whole length of the city can be seen from atop Panecillo hill
where the enormous statue of the Virgin of Quito stands. The city has two main sections, the old and the new city. The latter is the main commercial area
and has all the good restaurants and bars, whereas the old city is the colonial sector with steep calles, busy plazas and local markets.
UNESCO has listed Quito as having the largest best-preserved, and least-altered historic centre in Latin America. Along with Krakow, Quito was the first
city inscribed onto the UNESCO World Heritage list in 1978. Some churches you might like to visit are the Cathedral of Quito, Church of the Society of
Jesus (La Compañía), Church and Convent of St. Francis (San Francisco) and Basílica del Voto Nacional.
Day 2 to 5 - Otavalo – Misahualli - Amazon Jungle
Otavalo, the famous market town has a local population made up of a mixture of European descendents, mestizos (people of mixed descent) and
indigenous people known as indígenas, who mainly wear traditional dress. The men keep their hair in long braids down their backs and wear calf length
white trousers, blue ponchos, dark felt hats and sandals, while the women traditionally wear white frilly blouses with flared lace sleeves, black skirts with
layers of gold, and coral necklaces twirled around their necks. Every Wednesday and Saturday you can visit one of the best markets to be found
anywhere in South America. People come from remote villages to sell their livestock, produce and colourful textiles. The market offers a wide variety of
wool handicrafts and high-quality wood carvings as well as polished leather products made by artisans from nearby villages. And whatever the wares you
can be sure of fantastic photo opportunities.
We drive over the Eastern Cordillera before descending into the humid Amazon Basin on the banks of the Rio Napo, our final destination being the small
town of Misahualli. There is an optional excursion from Misahuallí where we take motorised dugout canoes downriver to enter the jungle by foot, led by our
local guide who provides a detailed account of the plants, creatures and people of the region. They will also teach us age-old methods of finding food and
water hidden in trees; and even introduces us to the local monkeys!
We stay overnight in rustic huts made of bamboo and leaves. If you choose not to take part in the excursion into the jungle you can head on to Baños
where you will have some free time.
Day 6 to 10 - Baños – Cuenca
Along the edge of the rainforest we climb back up into the Andes along a spectacular route to Baños, a health resort renowned for its hot thermal springs.
Before soaking in the hot pools, there are paths where you can walk or ride horses into the hills, or for the more athletic, there is the opportunity to go
bridge swinging, canyoning, white water rafting & mountain biking (optional).
If you're more interested in chilling out you can spend your time laid back in cafés or buying souvenirs, have a relaxing massage or even try your hand at
salsa dancing. This is also the best place to buy beautifully painted balsa wood animals.
Moving south, we visit the Inca and Cañari ruins at Ingapirca, the country's most important archaeological site. The fortress complex has a central
platform where the Incas worshipped the sun. The Cañari people built the original structures and you can still see the place where these pre-Inca people
worshipped the moon at their temple observatory Cashaloma, which means 'place where the stars pour from the heavens.'
We continue on to the old colonial market town of Cuenca, Ecuador's third largest city, which was founded in 1557. Cuenca is where the Panama hat
originates so why not visit a factory where you can see the entire hat-making process? It is also the place to buy cheap, high-quality gold and silver.
Day 11 to 18 - Punta Sal – Huanchaco – Lima
After the banana plantations in the tropical lowlands, we cross into Peru and quickly the landscape changes to arid desert where vegetation is sparse. We
pass through villages with fishermen working with their small hand nets, and onwards through the oil region where derricks pump out 'black gold'. We
camp at Punta Sal, a semi-circular beach fringed by sand dunes and groves of carob trees, for three nights before entering the Sechura Desert. Here the
barren land is irrigated to create fertile fields of rice, sugarcane and other cereal crops. We will stop off en route at the Lambayeque Museum, one of
Peru's finest museums, which displays artefacts found at the tomb of the Lord of Sipán, one of the richest archaeological finds of the 20th century.
We continue on to the small coastal town of Huanchaco, where the fishermen still ride the surf in traditional reed boats. You too will be provided the
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opportunity to rent one of these reed boats for a paddle or race through the waves!
It is from Huanchaco that we visit the largest mud-city in the world at Chan Chán. Featuring ten walled citadels covering 26 square kilometres, the city is
decorated with motifs of marine life. Built by Chimú kings, Chan Chán was once home to 30,000 people and is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site .
While here, we take the opportunity to visit the Moche built pyramids known as Huaca del Sol and Huaca de la Luna (temples of the sun and moon).
There is also an excellent museum in Trujillo (optional); the Cassinelli Museum which houses one of the best private collections of pottery (including erotic
pottery), as well as a mummified baby in a bell jar. We enjoy another free day in Huanchaco where you have another opportunity to go surfing before
making our way to the capital. On the way we'll stop at Sechín Alto, another important ruin with temples dating back to 1500 BC, with over 500 carvings
gruesomely depicting warriors and their captives.
We'll then stop again at Paramonga, a well preserved temple by the side of the highway. From the Paramonga ruins we continue travelling to Lima, the
capital of Peru.
Lima was founded by Francisco Pizarro in 1535 and called La Ciudad de Los Reyes (City of the Kings). It was the capital of the Spanish conquistadors
until its independence in the early 19th century. Here you will find some of the finest museums in South America, such as the Gold Museum and the
Museum of the Inquisition, to name but a few (optional). Our hotel is in close proximity to the main Plaza de Armas, where you'll discover fine old buildings
with intricately carved wooden balconies and ceilings, a marvellous place for the culture vultures among us. The Government Palace facing the Plaza de
Armas is beautifully built in white marble, as is La Cathedral, built in 1555, which also faces this square. You'll see an elegant bronze fountain at the
centre of the square and standing tall behind the palace is the Cerro San Christobal Mountain, which offers great views of the city and the sea. San
Francisco Monastery is a must see with its splendid interior, fine and detailed mosaics covering the walls, and the stunningly macabre catacombs with
their thousands of bones - this display is certainly not for the faint hearted! With an estimated population of 8 million inhabitants, Lima is a melting pot of
Peruvians, so you'll see a good cross section of the population. Lima has an array of churches, markets and other grand plazas plus an assortment of
modern suburbs to visit.
Day 19 to 22 - Pisco – Nazca – Puerto Inca
Continuing south we arrive at Pisco. Peru's national drink, the 'pisco sour', was named after this town. We spend the night in Pisco where you will have
the opportunity to try some wonderful local seafood and perhaps sample one (or two) of the finest pisco sours to be found in Peru. In neighbouring
Paracas, we will travel by boat to the Ballestas Islands the following morning - sometimes known as the 'poor man's Galapagos' because of the excellent
opportunities to view wildlife such as boobies, pelicans and penguins so near to the mainland. The trip takes us past the giant "Candelabra" figure etched
onto the side of a mountain. After our visit to the colonies of seabirds and sea lions basking on the rocks we'll head deep into the desert towards the
stunning Huacachina oasis where you have the chance to try your hand 'sandboarding' or take an exhilarating ride in a dune buggy down the enormous
dunes. The brave can go for a dip in the murky lagoon, which is said to have therapeutic properties.
Nazca, an oasis town, is renowned for its mysterious parallel lines and geometrical figures etched onto the desert floor. Although there is a viewing tower,
these giant designs can only be fully appreciated from the air. You can take a fascinating flight (optional) over the enormous lines and shapes, which
include a monkey, hummingbird, condor, spider and even a spaceman. The designs are thought to have been made by three different groups of people:
the Paracas (900-200 BC), the Nazca (200BC-600AD) and then new migrants from Ayacucho around 630AD. Other attractions around Nazca include
watching workers extracting gold and a visit to ceramic workshops where you will receive a demonstration of their art.
On our way out of town, towards Puerto Inca, we visit the incredible Chauchilla Cemetery. The sites have been excavated so you can see ancient
mummies with their hair and even skin still intact. We travel along the rugged coastline to Puerto Inca, the Inca port which connected the coast with the
ancient city of Cuzco up in the mountains. Just five minutes walk away are the preserved ruins, which once stored sea produce to be traded with wares
brought down from the Andes. In Inca times, messages and fresh sea fish were sent 240 kilometres to Cuzco using a series of relay runners each doing
seven kilometres, taking 24 hours to complete the journey.
Day 23 to 27 - Arequipa – Colca Canyon – Cuzco
We wind our way into the foothills of the Andes and the stunning colonial city of Arequipa, overlooked by the massive volcano "El Misti". This city has
some of the best examples of colonial architecture and the main plaza is quite magnificent, decorated with archways and dominated by the splendid
cathedral, which was completed in 1612. Although an earthquake in 2001 damaged the cathedral, it has not diminished any of the splendour of this
charming square. One of the 'must see' attractions here is the vast Santa Catalina Convent (optional), a maze of cobbled streets, cloisters and other
decorative buildings, it has only been open to the public since 1970 and it is certainly well worth the visit.
Another popular attraction is the acclaimed 'Museo Santary', which highlights well preserved mummies including the famous 'Ice Princess Juanita' - a
young Inca maiden who was sacrificed some 500 years ago atop the Nevado Ampato volcano. You can enjoy a free day in Arequipa to explore these
sights and more, at your own leisure.
Our next destination is the Colca Canyon, one of the deepest in the world. The drive takes us through a high Andean desert, with amazing scenery all the
way. We pass ghost towns destroyed by earthquakes and with luck we will see a condor or two soaring out of the canyon from our vantage point, 1,200
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metres above the canyon floor. In the evening we have time to soak in the thermal springs near Chivay, where we spend the night.
The oldest continuously inhabited city in South America, Cuzco was the hub of the Inca Empire and features a population of around 300,000, most of who
are indigenous. This marvellous colonial city is situated 3,310 metres above sea level and has numerous churches, some of which were built using
recycled Inca masonry, as were many other buildings in Cuzco. The main square is called the Plaza de Armas, which has the beautiful cathedral on one
side, which took a century to build, and the Church of La Compañia de Jesus on the other. The colonial arcades, which occupy the remainder of the
plaza, are full of restaurants and shops. Enjoy a cup of coca tea at one of the local cafés and take time to acclimatise to the altitude. There are also many
fascinating markets in Cuzco, the most well-known being San Pedro where all kinds of textiles and artisan merchandise are sold. Enjoy wandering the
streets, visit the many markets and soak up the friendly atmosphere. If you're in the mood for a cultural experience, take a peek inside the 14th-century
Inca palace which was later converted into the city's Museo de Arte Religioso (Museum of Religious Art). Well worth exploring during your time here is the
ancient archaeological site of Sacsayhuaman, which has the largest and most impressive Inca stonework of all. It is also well worth your time to visit some
of the nearby Inca ruins: Kenko, Tambomachay and Puka Pukara.
For tours in Cuzco before 1st February 2013, passengers will enjoy the Inca Trail two days earlier.
Day 28 to 32 - Ollantaytambo – Inca Trail Trek
On our full day excursion to the Sacred Valley of the Incas we will visit the isolated Pisac ruins perched on a hill high in the mountains and visit the famous
local market of the same name in the valley below. This is a great place to buy textiles, pottery and jewellery and a great place to admire the fantastic
view. After some time at both the ruins and the markets, we move down the valley to the temple fortress of Ollantaytambo, with its enormous terraces
climbing up the hillside. For those trekking the Inca trail, you will spend the night here in Ollantaytambo for your early start in the morning.
For those who have chosen not to trek the trail, you will continue back to Cuzco where you will have some time to further explore Cuzco before your trip to
Machu Picchu by train. There are plenty of other optional excursions available, including white water rafting down the Urubamba River, horse riding
through native villages and Inca ruins.
Please see the brochure or the 'Useful Information' section of our website for important booking regulations and prices. You may not be able to complete
the trek if you have not read this information. For more details about the trail facilities, equipment, preparation etc. please ask your agent for an 'Inca Trail
Info Sheet'. If you are trekking the alternative Lares Trek you should ask for a 'Lares Trek Info Sheet'. Both documents are available to download from our
website.
You will have a briefing to prepare for the trek by your local guide. They will cover ideal things to take, what the porters will assist you with and what you
can expect from the trek each day. This briefing will take place during your initial days in Cuzco.
If you have chosen to hike the Inca Trail you will cross spectacular passes and visit more Inca ruins en route to the Lost City of the Incas, Machu Picchu.
A local guide will lead this expedition and there will be cooks and porters to carry the main equipment, leaving you with just a small daypack. The trek
begins after a short bus journey and the first day is a relatively easy four-and-a-half hour, 13-kilometre-walk, which will get you limbered up for the highest
pass at Warmiwañusca (4,200 metres) which you will reach before lunchtime on the second day (Warmiwañusca translates as 'Dead Woman's Pass') .
During the second day you will cover approximately nine kilometres in about five to seven hours and after the high pass it's all downhill as the trail winds
its way down old Inca-built stairs to our campsite. On the third day we pass the ruins of Runkurakay, Sayacmarca and Phuyupatamarca, walking
approximately 15 kilometres in seven hours. The last morning, after an overnight stop at Wiñay-Wayna, you will rise early for the final walk to Machu
Picchu and greet daybreak over the famous "Sun Gate". There will then be time to explore on your own or simply take in the magnificence of the place
after your guided tour.
The Lost City of Machu Picchu was originally completely self-contained, surrounded by agricultural terraces sufficient to feed the population, and watered
by natural springs. Located high above the fast flowing Urubamba River, the cloud shrouded ruins have palaces, baths, temples, storage rooms and some
150 houses, all in a remarkable state of preservation that will simply take your breath away.
The ruins were only uncovered by the outside world in 1911, when American explorer Hiram Bingham found them while looking for another 'lost city'
called Vilcabamba. Due to their isolation many of the buildings are still relatively intact and you can't help but admire Huayna Picchu or 'Young Mountain'
(Machu Picchu means 'Old Mountain'), which towers above the ruins. After spending most of the day at Machu Picchu you have the chance to soak your
tired muscles in the hot springs at Aguas Calientes or meander through the markets before returning to Cuzco by train.
Day 33 to 37 - Cuzco – Puno – Lake Titicaca – Puno
After the Inca Trail (or free time) we have some more time in Cuzco where you can spend your time exploring this wonderful artistic town. Of course there
is much to see during the daylight hours but once the sun goes down, the lights of Cuzco come up and around the plaza the nightlife is spectacular with
bars, nightclubs and every type of restaurant imaginable.
We are now destined for the town of Puno, on the shores of Lake Titicaca. The journey takes us alongside majestic snow-capped mountains before
reaching the La Raya pass at 4,321 metres. There is a research station, which studies high altitude animals such as llamas, alpacas and vicuñas. From
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Puno we visit the astounding floating reed Islands of the indigenous Uros people and experience their way of life. We will have the option to take a ride in
a traditional reed boat made of totora plants, which also form a staple part of the local people's diet and medicine. We then make our way to Amantani
Island to spend the night in the homes of local families. This beautiful, traditional island is home to Aymara people and is situated in the centre of Lake
Titicaca. The following morning we'll stopover at Taquile, where the men stand, knitting typical woollen hats, while the women tend the fields. We return to
Puno in time to do more shopping, Puno is one of the best places to bargain for alpaca sweaters.
Day 38 to 44 - La Paz – Potosí – Uyuní
La Paz, at 3,636 metres above sea level is the highest capital city in the world. Just about every building is built on some sort of hill, so sightseeing will
literally take your breath away! Our hotel is close to the fascinating indigenous markets. One is called the 'witches market' because the bowler-hatwearing women here sell dead cats, llama foetuses (these are placed under the buildings to keep evil spirits away) and other strange potions. The main
square is the Plaza Murillo, where a president of the republic was once lynched from a lamppost. One of the evenings here can be spent at a peña
listening to locals playing "Andino" music on zampoñas and charangos. Nearby are a variety of optional excursions including the Moon Valley with its
strange rock formations shaped by the weather and Mount Chacaltaya, the world's highest ski resort, which is certainly worth a visit - At 5,221 metres the
views alone are incredible. Another exciting option is the trip to the gateway of the Bolivian Amazon, Coroico, where you can climb a 5,000-metre-high
pass before descending down to 1,300 metres, passing sheer drops of more than 1,000 metres on narrow, single-lane mountain roads. The excursion to
Coroico can also be done by mountain bike, as it is downhill nearly all the way and very exhilarating, but beware, colloquially known as 'Death Road', it is
not at all for the fainthearted and great care must be taken! While in Coroico you can have lunch by a swimming pool and admire the snow-capped
mountains in the distance.
We now travel across the Altiplano to Potosí, the highest city of its size on Earth at 4,070 metres, with a population of 110,000 people. The history of
Potosí, its fame and splendour, as well as its tragedy and horror, is closely linked to silver. The city was founded in 1545 soon after the discovery of silver
in a nearby hill, the Cerro Rico (or Rich Hill). The veins proved to be so prolific that they quickly became known as the world's richest source of the
precious metal. Silver from Potosí underwrote the Spanish economy, particularly its monarchy's extravagance, for over two centuries. Millions of
indigenous people, and later, African slaves, were made to work in the mines where conditions were so appalling and dangerous that miners died in
horrific numbers, either in accidents or from silicosis pneumonia. During the three centuries of colonial rule, it is estimated that eight million Africans and
locals died in the Potosí mines. Reminders of the grand colonial city are still evident in the narrow streets, formal balconied mansions and ornate churches.
We offer you the opportunity to visit one of the mines (optional) where you will learn from first-hand experience some of the hardship that miners still
suffer. You soon realise that the mines are worked today in much the same way as they were under Spanish rule.
Travelling along scenic passes we come to the desolate town of Uyuni in the south of Bolivia. From here we visit what is claimed to be the largest salt flat
in the world, the brilliant white vast Salar de Uyuni, which covers some 10,500 square kilometres and is estimated to contain 10 billion tons of salt. A fourwheel-drive excursion across the lake takes us to a hotel made entirely of salt and then surrounds you with a world of white and blue. Fish Island offers
stunning views of the lake which can prove quite otherworldly as giant cacti and wandering llama punctuate the scene and provide perfect photo
opportunities. The fantastic contrast of the brilliant blue sky (weather permitting of course) and the pure white of the salt flats is surreal.
Day 45 to 54 - Tupiza – Salta – San Pedro de Atacama – Bahía Inglesa – La Serena
Winding our way along the dusty roads of Bolivia, which are some of the most rugged in South America, we head towards the Argentine border amidst the
vividly coloured rock formations and giant cacti. We arrive at Tupiza where we will take respite from the arid surrounds and dusty road. Legend has it that
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid met their end at the hands of the Bolivian army near Tupiza, concluding their notorious string of bank raids.
Our next stop is the attractive city of Salta in the Lerma Valley, established in 1582. Salta has many old colonial buildings, a Cathedral with ancient
statues of the Cristo del Milagro (Miracle of Christ) and the Virgin Mary, which were brought over from Spain in 1592. You will also find pavement plaques,
which will guide you on an interesting walking tour of the city. During our time here a great optional excursion you may like to take is a day trip to
Cafayate, one of Argentina's great wine regions.
We head due west and cross the mighty Andes before entering Chile via the border at Jama. Over the Jama Pass, we drive by way of salt lakes and
volcanoes and, if we're lucky, we may see pink flamingos and a variety of other wildlife before our descent into the arid Atacama Desert, the driest desert
in the world (it hasn't rained for over 250 years). Here our first camp is the quaint little town of San Pedro de Atacama. From here you have the option to
visit the excellent archaeological museum at San Pedro de Atacama, housing a good selection of mummies and other ancient artefacts. We visit the
Valley of the Moon with its eerie landscape and eroded salt mountains as we drive south we pass through the mining town of Calama. After passing by
Antofagosta, we stop for a group photo at a strange figure of a gigantic hand rising from the desert. We then arrive on the coast where we camp by the
beach at Bahía Inglesa (English Bay).
The next day we make our way to La Serena, a pleasant little town founded in 1544. The surrounding district is one of the most important astronomical
centres on earth, with observatories dotted among the hills. We have another full day in La Serena where we can laze around on the long beach, visit the
interesting town or stroll to neighbouring Coquimbo along the bay. In the evening you can enjoy a barbeque or a night out at one of the many nightclubs
(optional).
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Day 55 to 63 - Santiago – Pucón – Bariloche
Pedro de Valdivia established the city of Santiago in 1541 but not much remains of its original glory. At Santa Lucia hill where the original fortress was
constructed, there are excellent views of the city below. However, for even better photo opportunities, take a funicular railway to the top of San Cristobal
where the Statue of the Virgin overlooks the capital and the distant Andes. At this pleasant viewing area there are wine-tasting facilities and a couple of
beautifully situated swimming pools. Santiago is a clean, modern city with fountains, parks and imposing buildings. In the Plaza Constitución at the Palacio
de la Moneda you can see the changing of the guard on most days or you can take an optional excursion to the port of Valparaiso and the resort of Viña
del Mar.
We continue to the Lake District of Chile and the picturesque town of Pucón, a small resort on Lake Villarrica below the perfect cone-shaped Villarrica
Volcano. The whole area is surrounded by lakes, mountains, forests, rivers and waterfalls and offers many exciting optional activities such as trekking to
the top of the active volcano, white water rafting, horseback riding, mountain biking and water sports on the lake. We have a free day to allow time to take
advantage of some of the great activities on offer or simply relax. Whilst in the area we will visit Salto del Laja, the waterfalls which drop an impressive 47
metres to the rocks below.
We cross over into Argentina to the resort town of San Carlos de Bariloche on the shores of Lake Nahuel Haupi. Bariloche is a famous winter ski resort
that also has a great deal to offer during other seasons. Built by Swiss and German immigrants in the Alpine style, there are Swiss-style chalets,
numerous chocolate shops and even St. Bernard dogs with brandy barrels around their necks. There are excellent optional opportunities to take in the
breathtaking views from the cable car and also the chance for some hiking or cycling.
Day 64 to 70 - En route – El Calafate – Torres del Paine National Park
We now enter Patagonia, a dry windswept expanse stretching to the southern tip of the continent. Travelling along the barren windswept roads towards
our destination of El Calafate, we will stop en route to camp for the night to break up this long journey.
El Calafate is a town on the edge of Lake Argentino which will be our base to visit the Ventisquero Moreno Glacier. With a height of around 60 metres and
a width of five kilometres at the front, it is an incredible sight. You will have the chance to walk around some paths and terraces where we get some great
views of the glacier. We also go on a boat cruise taking us across almost the full width of the glacier for amazingly close-up views. The glacier is
constantly 'calving', so it's not possible to get too close.
Back across into Chile now as we visit Torres del Paine National Park, named after the massive granite towers that rise above the earth. The scenery is
stunning with snow-capped peaks, glaciers, beautiful lakes and valleys. The park is also home to interesting native flora and fauna. Some of the varied
and amazing creatures you might spot include Andean condors, guanacos (a relative of the llama) and rhea (a type of emu) to name but a few. We have
plenty of opportunities to trek the many trails in the park. Some of the walks are quite demanding, but there is a good range for all grades of walker.
There are many trekking options available in the Torres del Paine National Park, ranging from single-day trips to longer multiple-day hikes. Please be sure
to advise your expedition leader as early as possible if you wish to complete an optional excursion in Torres del Paine National Park so that he/she can
assist you with your accommodation and bookings.
Note: No food is allowed to be taken into Chile so please ensure you have eaten or disposed of any snacks you may have with you before we cross the
border.
Day 71 to 74 - Punta Arenas – Ushuaia
Punta Arenas is a duty-free port and early frontier town and will be a stopover on our way to the southernmost city in the world, Ushuaia. Enroute we will
visit the nearby Magellanic Penguin colony at Seno Otway, where thousands of these strange, docile birds return annually to breed and make their homes
by burrowing into the earth.
We cross the Straits of Magellan to Tierra del Fuego (Land of Fire) and re-enter Argentina, travelling to the town of Rio Grande which used to be an
airbase during the Falklands war. From here it's only a short drive to Ushuaia. People come from far and wide to base themselves here and visit the
spectacular surroundings. We will take an excursion on the Beagle Channel and visit the Isla de los Lobos (Sea Lion Island) where you can see colonies
of sea lions. You can visit the nearby Lapataia National Park where the exhaustive Pan-American Highway ends. This park covers 63,000 hectares of
mountains, lakes, deep valleys and rivers. You can trek along various trails through the beautiful beech forests spotting wildlife along the way. There are
also some interesting museums in Ushuaia, such as the Maritime Museum and the Museum at the End of the World. If you want a bit more walking, the
Martial Glacier can be climbed, which towers high above the town of Ushuaia. Those interested in steam trains might like to go for a ride on the 'Train at
the End of the World' and send a postcard to friends and family with a stamp from the post office at… you guessed it… the end of the world!
Day 75 to 83 - En route – Puerto Madryn – En route – Buenos Aires
Heading northbound we follow the Atlantic coast passing through thousands of kilometres of virtually uninhabited wide open spaces with a couple of
overnight stops along the way.
Along our way we visit the Welsh community of Puerto Madryn, where in 1865 1,500 Welsh immigrants arrived from the Clipper Mimosa and named the
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natural port 'Port Madryn' then settled and founded the town.
From here we will have the option to visit the nearby Valdés Peninsula. The Valdés Peninsula is renowned for its wildlife and you will hopefully se e
penguins, sea lions, elephant seals, armadillos, guanacos, rheas, southern right whales, killer whales, Patagonian hares and a great variety of seabirds.
The beautiful city of Buenos Aires is known as the "Paris of South America" due to its lovely green parks, plazas and wide boulevards. From the balcony
of the presidential palace, the Casa Rosada (Pink Palae), Eva Peron made many of her speeches. It's also the place where Madonna sang, "Don't cry for
me Argentina" in the film Evita. Across the Plaza de Mayo you will also find the Cabildo (the old town hall) the Palacio Municipal (City Hall) and the
cathedral. Every Thursday afternoon in this plaza the "Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo" march in remembrance of their family members who disappeared in
the 1970s when the country was under military rule. There are many excellent restaurants in the Puerto Madera area and it is well worth a visit to the port
of La Boca for its colourful buildings and cultural history. In nearby San Telmo, the bohemian area, there is a fascinating antique market every Sunday.
The Recoleta Cemetery, almost like an enclosed city of its own, is where Eva Peron and many other rich and famous Argentines are buried - well worth a
visit. The reputation of Buenos Aires' nightlife is not overstated as there are many nightclubs, bars, restaurants and cinemas open until all hours. For a
great evening out, you may want to see a tango show in the city where the dance originated, and you shouldn't leave Buenos Aires before trying one of
the best steaks you'll find in the world!
Day 84 to 87 - En route – Trinidad – Asunción
We drive through the area known as Mesopotamia on our way north, through a swampy region used mainly for cattle grazing. We will have an en route
camp stop along the way.
We enter Paraguay and visit the Jesuit ruins of Trinidad. The Jesuits came to Paraguay in the 16th century and built these magnificent missions to convert
the indigenous Guarani population to Catholicism. The buildings fell into ruin with the expulsion of the Jesuits from South America in 1767. We camp at
Mantanial Park with its surrounding farmland and pristine swimming pool. This is a great place to relax, with optional horse riding available.
We make our way to the capital Asunción, a pleasant city with a hot and humid climate. Built on the banks of the Paraguay River, the streets are laid out in
the Spanish grid pattern and lined with beautiful trees. Asunción is a good place to stock up on film, as well as copies of designer watches and clothing, as
it's another duty free port. Along the riverfront are the Government and Municipal Palaces, the cathedral and a shantytown. There are a few markets
where you can buy local handicrafts.
Day 88 to 93 - Foz do Iguaçu – Curitiba – Bertioga
We come to Foz do Iguaçu, home of over 275 separate waterfalls that cascade over a two-and-a-half-kilometre-wide cliff face. There is also an excellent
bird park which we will visit near the entrance to the falls. The falls straddle the border between Argentina and Brazil and we visit both sides of the falls.
From the Brazilian side there are panoramic views of the numerous falls and if you feel like a cooling-down, take a zodiac boat ride up the river and under
the falls - a fun way to get a different perspective of these impressive falls. From the Argentine side, you can walk through rainforest along catwalks
directly above the falls and the "Devil's Throat" (optional). For a bird's eye view take the optional helicopter ride.
You may like to take the option to visit the world's largest hydroelectric dam at Itaipu where videos show the environmental planning behind the dam
project.
Making our way east we spend one night near the city of Curitiba, one of the most prosperous cities of Southern Brazil.
Driving through rich farmlands before dropping from the high central plateau to the Atlantic we stop at the coastal town of Bertioga, which has a beautiful
long beach just perfect for swimming and sports.
Day 94 to 102 - Parati – Rio de Janeiro
Following the stunning coastline along the Costa Verde where we arrive at Parati, which is a preserved Portuguese colonial town (1500-1822), with
streets made of stone slabs designed to let the tide wash over and clean them. The town is renowned for its historical centre, the coast and mountains in
the region. Parati was also a major port for the exportation of gold and coffee during the 17th and 19th centuries respectively. You have an option to go on
a full-day boat cruise around the bay with plenty of time for swimming in the turquoise waters and eating the fresh seafood. We have plenty of time to
relax and soak up the coastal atmosphere.
Rio de Janeiro, or more commonly known as Rio, is the second largest city in Brazil and arguably one of the most beautiful cities of the world. In the late
17th century the Portuguese found gold and diamonds in the nearby state of Minas Gerais and thus Rio became the main port for exporting the new found
wealth. During the colonial Portuguese period of 1763-1815, Rio was the capital of Brazil.
Visit Rio's stunning beaches, such as Copacabana, Ipanema or Leblon. There are excursions up Pão de Açúcar (Sugarloaf Mountain) and Corcovado with
its famous 'Cristo Redentor' (Christ the Redeemer) statue and great city views. Another interesting excursion is on the old tram system across the viaduct
into the cobble-stoned neighbourhood of Santa Teresa. A walking tour of Rio's historic buildings is also a lovely way to pass an afternoon, or you may like
to visit the Botanical Gardens.
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Your tour may meet Rio de Janeiro in time for Rio's famous Carnival. Your accommodation is NOT included while in Rio de Janeiro and you will be
required to find your own accommodation. Alternatively, we offer a Group package. Find out more about this package here.
Rio Carnival is Rio de Janeiro's busiest time, as tourists and locals flock to the streets and celebrate until the early morning. Elaborate and beautiful
costumes are worn, parades fill the streets and the city prepares for the main event held at the Sambadrome.
During this period, Rio's hotels increase their prices and it may be challenging to find hotels at reasonable prices at the last minute. We block book hotels,
well in advance but still recommend booking in as advance as possible. By purchasing Rio Carnivals Group Package, you also get a ticket to the
Sambadrome.
Day 103 to 107 - Ouro Prêto – Linhares – Puerto Seguro
Ouro Prêto is a fabulous city located deep in the valley of Minas Gerais' mountains. The city was part of what was once a mining region. Founded in
1711 it is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site and National Historic Monument due to its outstanding Baroque architecture.
We have time here to explore this fascinating city and take an excursion to see some of the old mines.
We continue our journey through Brazil camping en route in the municipality town of Linhares located in the state of Espírito Santo.
Next we make our way towards the beautiful coastal town of Porto Seguro. It has miles of palm-fringed beaches and bars, which are great places to
sample delicious fresh fruit juices, or the Brazilian national cocktail of caiparinha (be careful with this one though). Just north of here is where the
Portuguese, led by Pedro Alvares Cabral, first landed in 1500 and a cross marks the site. There is plenty of typical Bahian food available in Porto Seguro
and you may want to try the delicious moqueca, a hot spicy seafood casserole. This is also a great chance to top up the holiday tan or to experience some
of the local nightlife.
Day 108 to 110 - Salvador
We enter the city of Salvador by ferry over the bay of all saints to the capital city of the state of Bahia. The centre of Salvador has many historical colonial
buildings and dates back to 1549; it was the original Brazilian capital until 1763. It is situated on the bay of Todos los Santos which is the largest bay on
the Brazilian coast and has 38 islands, some of which can be visited by ferry on an optional excursion. There are also enormous elevators going from the
upper to the lower city, where the docks are situated. It is in this area, just outside Mercado Modelo, where we can find the Bahians practising the footfighting sport of Capoeira, which was originally brought to Brazil by black Angolan slaves. Another key feature of Bahian life is the Afro-Brazilian religion of
candomblé and you may be able to see one of their amazing ceremonies (please check locally for schedules of these optional tours). Alternatively, we
can enjoy the traditional music of the area with a strong emphasis towards drums in the evening. You can be sure that you will hear music all over the city
during your visit.
Day 111 to 116 - Maceió – Olinda – Praia da Pipa
Our next stop is Maceió, a port city which is located between Lake Mundaú and the Atlantic Ocean. The city developed in the 19th century from exporting
sugar, tobacco, coconut & leather. Here we will have the opportunity to hire jangadas, a typical Brazilian sailing boat. The boatmen can take you out to a
natural reef swimming pool about two kilometres from the shore, where you can order cocktails and crayfish from the surrounding boats.
Following the coast northward our next exciting destination is the old colonial town of Olinda, which has a variety of historic churches, convents and
monasteries, dating back to 1537. Nearby is Recife, a city built on three islands and joined by a series of bridges. Here an old prison has been converted
into a cultural centre, which is not only impressive and interesting, but also houses some unique shops. If you want to see how the other half live in Brazil,
then you can visit the rich suburb of Boa Viagem. Continuing our journey north we enter the State of Rio Grande do Norte, which is famous for its beautiful
beaches.
As we work our way up the coast we will take another break with a stopover in Praia da Pipa, one of Brazil's most famous beaches. The area offers some
decent surfing options, crystal-clear waters with the chance to see dolphins, fine white sands and some reasonable restaurants. A great time to soak up
some sun and relax.
Day 117 to 120 - Canoa Quebrada – Ubajara – Sete Cidades
Continuing our travels, we carry on to Canoa Quebrada, a fishing village built on a sand dune with long deserted beaches ideal for relaxation and
swimming. For the more active there are two exciting optional activities: sandboarding down the dunes or horse riding along them. The nightlife, however,
is not to be missed.
Leaving the coast behind, we head inland to our next stop at Ubajara National Park famous for its caves, spectacular forest scenery and waterfalls. Here
you can take a cable-car down into the caves, which also accords great views of the sertâo, the local name for the semi-arid hinterland.
About half a day's drive brings us to the Sete Cidades National Park, which contains mysterious rock formations over 190 million years old, caverns and
natural swimming pools. Sete Cidades Park was named after the 'seven cities' its rock formations are said to resemble.
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Day 121 to 128 - En route – Belém – Amazon ferry
Continuing inland we travel along the rough roads of Brasil's northern region to Bom Jardin. We will make an en route stopover depending on travel times
before we reach the mouth of the mighty River Amazon and the port of Belém.
Belèm is located on the banks of the Pará river, part of the greater River Amazon system. The city's extremes go from modern buildings and skyscraper s
to colonial tree-filled squares, churches and blue tiles in the old town. See the fascinating waterfront markets, the Theatre of Peace (one of the largest
theatres in Brazil) and the excellent Goeldi Museum which houses a zoo. There are plenty of restaurants on offer as well as many stalls in the markets for
cheap and tasty meals. Another interesting spot to visit is the Bosque Rodrigo Alves, a public garden with many species of native flora as well as a small
collection of animals.
From Belém we change means of transport and board a riverboat to cruise up the world's longest river, the Amazon, which flows for 6,200 kilometres. We
travel by riverboat for a total of 1,368 kilometres, heading into the jungle. At the start of this adventure the river is narrow as we travel through one of the
hundreds of estuaries in the delta but it soon widens to in excess of 10 kilometres and it is still around eight kilometres wide at our destination, the city of
Manaus. As we are going upriver, the boat stays mostly close to the shoreline to avoid the stronger currents coming downstream in the centre of the river.
Accommodation on the riverboat is in hammocks for five nights (upgrades to cabins may be available, your tour leader can advise once the riverboat is
confirmed) and usually each boat has a bar and restaurant on board. The duration of the cruise is usually five days, but this will be dependent on the river
flow. A stop is generally made at the port city of Santarem so you can take respite from the boat and get a taste of solid ground again.
Being onboard the river ferry provides a great opportunity to relax, read books and enjoy incredible sunsets. Make sure to keep an eye out for the pink
dolphins on the first couple of days. We will disembark the riverboat in Manaus with new Brazilian friends and fond memories of the mighty Amazon.
Day 129 to 137 - Manaus – Optional Jungle Excursion – Boa Vista – Santa Elena
The jungle city of Manaus used to be the world's largest supplier of rubber. During that heady era the famous Teatro Amazonas (opera house) was built
and completed in 1896. Manaus will be our base for the opportunity to join an exciting optional excursion deep into the jungle by boat or dugout canoe in
search of caiman, fresh water dolphins, jaguar and many other creatures of this threatened rainforest. The local guide on this trip will give you an in-depth
view of the past- and present-day lives of the indigenous Amazonian population. They will also explain the importance of manioc (a root vegetable which
must be processed to remove the cyanide) to the indigenous economy and diet as well as explaining the uses of numerous other jungle plants. You will
also go to the meeting point of the black waters of the Rio Negro and the yellow-brown waters of the Solimões River, where they run side by side for
several kilometres, providing an excellent photo opportunity. We return to Manaus where we highly recommend a visit to the fascinating waterside
markets.
If you choose not to do the optional into the Jungle you will have free time in the city of Manaus with accommodation provided.
Back onboard our expedition vehicle we hit the road again and head north through the jungle with a photo stop at the Equator Monument. We gradually
leave the jungle behind, as we reach the drier climate near the city of Boa Vista.
Continuing north, we cross into Venezuela, a country renowned for its large oil reserves. This is savannah country, dotted with hundreds of mountains and
the whole region is known as La Gran Sabana. This area was totally inaccessible until the 1970s when a road was built. It was finally completed in 1990
and is now one of the best roads in the country. We take this road to Santa Elena travelling through the Gran Sabana region which has an abundance of
delightful waterfalls, lagoons and flat-topped mountains called tepuyes. Santa Elena is known for its population of indigenous peoples and has a
community called Manakrü (mah-nah-CREE) populated entirely by indigenous people.
Day 138 to 143 - Ciudad Bolívar – Caracas
Ciudad Bolívar is located on the Orinoco River. The town was once called Angostura and is where Angostura Bitters originate. It is also where Simón Bolív
ar
was declared President of Gran Colombia. The city has a well preserved historic centre with original colonial buildings around the Plaza Bolívar.
Ciudad Bolívar is a popular base for excursions to the famous Angel Falls located in Canaima National Park. At a height of 979 metres (3,212 feet), Angel
Falls is the world's highest falls and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The falls are named after an American pilot, Jimmy Angel, who was the first
person to fly over them in 1937.
From here we will have the choice to take an optional excursion out to the falls. We will fly out to Canaima, with a flight over of the falls to get a bird's eye
view.
You can then choose to spend the day visiting sites in Canaima National Park, or stay overnight and take an excursion to the falls by dug-out canoe and
foot. These options are dependent on the season and weather conditions.
Canaima National Park has an abundance of delightful waterfalls, lagoons and flat-topped mountains called tepuyes. Throughout the park you can see
many local Pemòn settlements in this sparsely populated land, which covers an area of 30,000 square kilometres. You will never forget the beauty of this
'lost world' region.
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If you do not wish to travel out to Angel Falls on the optional excursion you can enjoy some free time in Ciudad Bolívar with accommodation included.
Venezuela's capital city, Santiago de León de Caracas, more commonly referred to as Caracas, is 960 metres above sea level and is renowned for having
one of South America's most pleasant climates.
Venezuela is one of the largest oil producers in the world and Caracas is a very modern city with an efficient metro system, which goes from our hotel
area into the city centre in minutes. Caracas has many lovely plazas, parks, museums and impressive buildings and was the birthplace of the Liberator,
Simón Bolívar, whose presence is still seen everywhere. Because of the warm climate there are many outdoor cafés and restaurants where you can sit a
nd
watch the world go by.
Day 144 to 151 - Mérida – Los Llanos – Cúcuta
Sitting on a plain in the valley of the Chama River at an altitude of 1,600 metres, the city of Mérida is surrounded by Venezuela's high Andes. You will
have plenty of time to get to know this picturesque city. The city was founded in 1558 and still retains many interesting colonial buildings. In the nearby
Sierra Nevada National Park there is an opportunity to hike through breathtaking scenery culminating in an exciting cable car (teleférico) ride back to the
city. This cable car was built by the French in 1958 and is the longest and highest aerial cableway in the world. Please be aware that the cable car is
frequently closed for maintenance.
Our next destination is the flatlands of Los Llanos, a vast tropical grassland plain area which harbours abundant wildlife including a vast variety of birds,
capybaras, caimans, anacondas, pumas, monkeys and freshwater dolphins. Most of the country's cattle also graze in this area living side-by-side with
wildlife. The cattle are mostly the Zebu variety, which comes from Brazil and India.
Leaving the plains behind we head across the border to the pleasant frontier town of Cúcuta in Colombia, where we spend the night before moving on.
Day 152 to 159 - Bucaramanga – Taganga – Tairona National Park – Cartagena – Bucaramanga
We will spend a night in Bucaramanga known as 'City of Parks, before we continue on to the slightly more touristy port town of Santa Marta, Colombia's
first town, founded on the Caribbean coast in 1525. It was here that 'The Liberator' Simón Bolivar came to die in 1830 and you can visit the lush gardens
around the hacienda where he spent his final days. The Gold Museum houses a superb collection of pre-Columbian gold and indigenous artefacts or you
can take time out in one of the scenic open-air waterfront bars.
Our next stop is the delightful coastal town of Taganga. This laid-back fishing village is a great place to swim and snorkel in the warm Caribbean waters
and there are many diving shops in the town. From here we will take a day-trip into Tairona National Park, known for its tranquil beaches and preColumbian ruins. Here we have some free time to explore the beautiful, unspoilt beachside woodland where you may see iguanas, other lizards, snakes
and the occasional monkey.
We continue to the historic city of Cartagena, one of the most interesting colonial towns on the continent and where the film Romancing the Stone was
made. Enjoy a walk along the city walls or wander through the fascinating narrow streets adorned with wooden balconies and hanging plants. There are
several interesting sites to see such as a visit to Castillo San Felipe and the fortress on San Lazaro hill. Beneath this fortress is a maze of tunnels and
there are still cannons in place along the battlements. Also worthwhile is a trip up La Popa hill to visit the colourful convent with great views over the city.
The Bocagrande area of Cartagena is where Colombians come for their beach holidays and it is full of shops, nightclubs and bars. For an excellent
evening out you could take a tour around the city by night in a chiva (also known by some as a "booze bus"). Frequent stops are made to see local street
performers en route to a local disco. An optional excursion that can be arranged here is a boat ride to the beautiful Islas del Rosario where it is also
possible to go snorkelling or scuba diving around the islands. Near Cartagena is the Volcán de Lodo El Totumo, a mud volcano where you can relax and
wallow in the mud, which is believed to be a good treatment for the skin.
We return briefly to Bucaramanga for an en route stopover.
Day 160 to 162 - Villa de Leiva – Bogotá
We continue on to Villa de Leiva, an attractive colonial town founded in 1572 which has been preserved, with virtually no modern architectural influences
at all, as a National Monument by the Colombian Government. You'll have time to enjoy its incredible colonial plaza, quaint cobble-stoned streets, redtiled roofs, white-washed walls, beautiful balconies and private courtyards. This is also a popular area for hiking and mountain biking options.
On our way to Bogotá we will stop to take a look at the Zipaquirá Salt Cathedral, a church built within the tunnels of a salt mine, 200 metre s
underground. The cathedral is considered one of the most notable achievements of Colombian architecture.
We head to Bogotá, formerly called Santa Fe de Bogotá, the capital and largest city of Colombia with a population of 6 million. The main square - Plaz a
Bolívar, the Cathedral, Simón Bolívar's house and the colonial area of Candelaria are all points of interest. You may like to take the funicular to Monserra
te
for the incredible city views, or visit the world famous gold museum. Finally, a trip to Bogotá would not be complete without an evening out, dancing the
night away to salsa and merengue music at one of the city's pulsating nightclubs.
Day 163 to 167 - Zona Cafetera – Cali – Popoyán – Ipiales
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Next we visit the terraced slopes of the Zona Cafeteria (Colombia's coffee zone) which produces almost half of the country's coffee. This area is
particularly scenic with green valleys surrounded by imposing snow-capped peaks. The area was only settled by the Spanish in the 1800s. You will have
plenty of time to explore this area which offers a range of activities, such as a butterfly park, botanical gardens, Parque del Café and Panaca - an
agricultural park. Ask your tour leader about some of the more adventurous activities available.
It's then on to the bustling city of Cali, the home of salsa dancing and in the Juanchito district you can dance until dawn any night of the week. Founded in
1536 by the Spanish, Santiago de Cali is the third largest city in Colombia and has one of the fastest growing economies and infrastructures in the country
due to its geographical location.
After Cali we visit the old city of Popoyán. Commonly refered to as the 'white city', due to the colonial architecture distinctly painted white, Popoyán ha

s

one of the best preserved colonial town centres in all of Latin America. There are numerous cathedrals to peruse and the snow-capped Puracé volcano
can be seen in the distance.
Next we reach Ipiales for our last overnight stop in Colombia. Here, built between a bridge and the wall of a ravine, the surreal Las Lajas Santuary is a
stunning building where an apparition of the Virgin was said to be seen in the 18th century. Today many still make the pilgrimage in the hope of receiving
miracles and many plaques in the rock testify to some of the miracles meant to have occurred here.
Day 168 to 170 - Ipiales – Otavalo – Quito
Today we will cross the border into Ecuador along the Andean corridor on the way to the town of Otavalo. The local population is made up of a mixture of
European descendents, mestizos (people of mixed descent) and indigenous people known as indígenas, who mainly wear traditional dress. The men keep
their hair in long braids down their backs and wear calf length white trousers, blue ponchos, dark felt hats and sandals, while the women traditionally wear
white frilly blouses with flared lace sleeves, black skirts with layers of gold, and coral necklaces twirled around their necks. Every Wednesday and
Saturday you can visit one of the best markets to be found anywhere in South America. People come from remote villages to sell their livestock, produce
and colourful textiles. The market offers a wide variety of wool handicrafts and high-quality wood carvings as well as polished leather products made by
artisans from nearby villages. And whatever the wares you can be sure of fantastic photo opportunities.
Quito, Ecuador is the second-highest capital city in the world at 2,850 metres above sea level. It was founded in 1534 by the Spanish prior to which it was
an Inca stronghold. It is situated in a hollow at the base of the live volcano Pichincha and the whole length of the city can be seen from atop Panecillo hill
where the enormous statue of the Virgin of Quito stands. The city has two main sections, the old and the new city. The latter is the main commercial area
and has all the good restaurants and bars, whereas the old city is the colonial sector with steep calles, busy plazas and local markets.
UNESCO has listed Quito as having the largest best-preserved, and least-altered historic centre in Latin America. Along with Krakow, Quito was the first
city inscribed onto the UNESCO World Heritage list in 1978. Some churches you might like to visit are the Cathedral of Quito, Church of the Society of
Jesus (La Compañía), Church and Convent of St. Francis (San Francisco) and Basílica del Voto Nacional.
Day 171 to 171 - Depart Quito
Your adventure of a lifetime comes to an end today, please confirm with the reception the check out time. If you have a late flight or have lengthened your
stay by adding post tour accommodation you will have more time to explore the sights.

The itinerary listed above is to be used as a guide only. Occasionally we may need to update this document and it may be different to the information
printed in our current brochure. Tour leaders may need to make adjustments due to unforeseen circumstances during the tour. It is very important that you
visit our website and review a copy of this dossier as close as possible to your departure date in case of changes that may affect your plans. Any last
minute changes may also be posted in the latest news section of our website.

Group Size
The average group size is between 15 and 24 although our vehicles comfortably seat up to 34 on some popular dates.

Other Services – pre & post tour accommodation and airport transfers
Very little time is spent in each of the starting and finishing cities and you will need to allow a few days at the beginning or end of your tour if you want to
explore them further. Airport transfers in joining and departing cities are not included in the tour price but can be booked through Tucan Travel at an
additional cost. For details about how to book pre & post accommodation please refer to the Extra Services information page in our website. Price
information can be found on the price page of each tour. If you would prefer to make your own way to and from your hotel, you can find further details on
the joining letter for this tour.

Single Supplements
This package may offer single supplements that enable clients to stay in a single room. This single supplement must be paid prior to departure and
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applies to the whole tour for nights where single rooms can be made available. If there is no offer for a single room this is usually because you will be on
an overnight train or bus, or camping.
In the day-by-day grid below a? will indicate in which destinations single rooms are available to those who have purchased a single supplement.

About Overland Tours
Overland Tours are designed to suit travellers who are looking for a more economical option, travelling on one of our custom built vehicles and camping.
Visit the Overland Tours dossier page for further information on the type of transport and accommodation provided on this style of travel, as well as
group size, staff, meals, degree of difficulty and recommended age.
Don’t forget that Tucan Travel also offersTailored Travel tours as well as otherGroup Travel tour styles like Budget Expeditions and Adventure Tours.

The Inca Trail Trek
This tour allows time to complete the famous Inca Trail Trek to Machu Picchu. Permits are strictly limited and sell out months in advance and in addition
the trail is closed every year for the month of February in order to carry out maintenance work. If permits are unavailable or the trail is closed then the Inca
Trail Trek will be replaced by the Lares Trek. If you do not wish to trek, you will take the train. No refund is available if you choose none of these options.
The Inca Trail involves trekking at high altitude and requires a certain level of fitness. Please read the important information carefully:
Inca Trail Trek overview, booking and itinerary pages
Lares Trek overview, booking and itinerary pages
Important information about getting to Machu Picchu

Day by Day Itinerary
Day

Activity

Country

Meals

Day 1

Quito

Ecuador

Day 2

Otavalo

Day 3

Misahualli

Day 4

Misahualli

Day 5

Misahualli

Day 6

Baños

Day 7

Baños

Day 8

Baños

Day 9

Cuenca

Day 10

Cuenca

Day 11

Punta Sal

Day 12

Punta Sal

BLD

Day 13

Punta Sal

BLD

Day 14

Huanchaco

BLD

Day 15

Huanchaco

BLD

Day 16

Lima

BL

L

L

L

Peru
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LD

Day 17

Lima

Day 18

Lima

Day 19

Pisco

L

Day 20

Nazca

LD

Day 21

Puerto Inca

BLD

Day 22

Puerto Inca

BLD

Day 23

Arequipa

BL

Day 24

Arequipa

Day 25

Colca Canyon

Day 26

Cuzco

L

Day 27

Cuzco / Jungle Option

LD

Day 28

Cuzco / Jungle Option

BLD

Day 29

Cuzco

B

Day 30

Ollantaytambo

Day 31

Inca Trail Trek

LD

Day 32

Inca Trail Trek

BLD

Day 33

Inca Trail Trek

BLD

Day 34

Cuzco

B

Day 35

Puno

L

Day 36

Lake Titicaca

LD

Day 37

Puno

B

Day 38

La Paz

Day 39

La Paz

Day 40

La Paz

Day 41

Potosí

Day 42

Potosí

Day 43

Uyuní

Day 44

Uyuní

Day 45

Tupiza

Day 46

Salta

Day 47

Salta

Bolivia

L

L

L

L
Argentina

LD
BLD
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Day 48

Salta

BLD

Day 49

San Pedro de Atacama

Day 50

San Pedro de Atacama

BLD

Day 51

San Pedro de Atacama

BLD

Day 52

Bahía Inglesa

BLD

Day 53

La Serena

BLD

Day 54

La Serena

BLD

Day 55

Santiago

BL

Day 56

Santiago

Day 57

Santiago

Day 58

Pucón

Day 59

Pucón

BLD

Day 60

Pucón

BLD

Day 61

Bariloche

Day 62

Bariloche

BLD

Day 63

Bariloche

BLD

Day 64

Perito Moreno

BLD

Day 65

El Calafate

BL

Day 66

El Calafate

Day 67

Torres del Paine NP

Day 68

Torres del Paine NP

BLD

Day 69

Torres del Paine NP

BLD

Day 70

Torres del Paine NP

BLD

Day 71

Punta Arenas

BL

Day 72

Ushuaia

Day 73

Ushuaia

BLD

Day 74

Ushuaia

BLD

Day 75

En route Rio Gallegos

BLD

Day 76

Comodoro Riadavia

BLD

Day 77

Puerto Madryn

BLD

Day 78

Puerto Madryn

BLD

Chile

Patagonia

Argentina

Chile

Argentina
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BLD

LD

BLD

LD

LD

Day 79

En route Azul

BLD

Day 80

Buenos Aires

BL

Day 81

Buenos Aires

Day 82

Buenos Aires

Day 83

Buenos Aires

Day 84

En route

Day 85

Trinidad

Day 86

Asunción

Day 87

Asunción

Day 88

Foz do Iguaçu

Day 89

Foz do Iguaçu

BLD

Day 90

Foz do Iguaçu

BLD

Day 91

Foz do Iguaçu

BLD

Day 92

En route Sao Paulo

BLD

Day 93

Parati

BLD

Day 94

Parati

BLD

Day 95

Parati

BLD

Day 96

Parati

BLD

Day 97

Rio de Janeiro

BL

Day 98

Rio de Janeiro (optional Carnival Package or free time)

Day 99

Rio de Janeiro (optional Carnival Package or free time)

Day 100

Rio de Janeiro (optional Carnival Package or free time)

Day 101

Rio de Janeiro (optional Carnival Package or free time)

Day 102

Rio de Janeiro

Day 103

Ouro Prêto

LD

Day 104

Ouro Prêto

BLD

Day 105

Linhares

BLD

Day 106

Puerto Seguro

BLD

Day 107

Puerto Seguro

BLD

Day 108

Salvador

BL

Day 109

Salvador

B

LD
Paraguay

BLD
BL

Brazil

Page 16 of 19

LD

Day 110

Salvador

B

Day 111

Maceió

BLD

Day 112

Maceió

BLD

Day 113

Olinda

BL

Day 114

Olinda

B

Day 115

Praia da Pipa

BL

Day 116

Praia da Pipa

B

Day 117

Canoa Quebrada

BL

Day 118

Canoa Quebrada

B

Day 119

Ubajara

BLD

Day 120

Sete Cidades

BLD

Day 121

Sete Cidades

BLD

Day 122

En route (Bom Jardin)

BL

Day 123

Belém

B

Day 124

Belém

B

Day 125

Amazon ferry

B

Day 126

Amazon ferry

Day 127

Amazon ferry

Day 128

Amazon ferry

Day 129

Amazon ferry

Day 130

Manaus

Day 131

Manaus

B

Day 132

Manaus

B

Day 133

Manaus

B

Day 134

Manaus

B

Day 135

Manaus

B

Day 136

Boa Vista

BL

Day 137

Santa Elena

BLD

Day 138

Ciudad Bolívar

Day 139

Ciudad Bolívar

BLD

Day 140

Ciudad Bolívar

BLD

Venezuela
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BLD

Day 141

Ciudad Bolívar

BLD

Day 142

Caracas

BL

Day 143

Caracas

B

Day 144

Mérida

BLD

Day 145

Mérida

BLD

Day 146

Mérida

BLD

Day 147

Mérida

BL

Day 148

Los Llanos

B

Day 149

Los Llanos

B

Day 150

Los Llanos

BLD

Day 151

Cúcuta

Day 152

Bucaramanga

LD

Day 153

Taganga

BL

Day 154

Taganga

Day 155

Taganga

Day 156

Cartagena

Day 157

Cartagena

Day 158

Cartagena

Day 159

Bucaramanga

LD

Day 160

Villa de Leiva

BL

Day 161

Villa de Leiva

B

Day 162

Bogotá

BL

Day 163

Bogotá

B

Day 164

Zona Cafetera

BLD

Day 165

Zona Cafetera

BLD

Day 166

Cali

BL

Day 167

Cali

B

Day 168

Popoyán

BL

Day 169

Otavalo

Day 170

Quito

Day 171

Quito

Colombia

BL

BL

Ecuador

(B - Breakfast, L - Lunch, D - Dinner included)
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BL

Please note the day to day itinerary above is given as a GUIDELINE ONLY.

Responsible Travel
Send us your feedback
Meet others on your tour
Share your adventure

Order a Brochure >
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