Code PJI

Jungle & Inca Trail

Tour Dossier Introduction
Dossier Last Updated: 26-03-2014
Tour Code: PJI
Duration: 10 nights / 11 days
Joining City: Lima
Departure City: Lima
Nearest Joining International Airport: Lima Jorge Chavez International Airport (LIM)
Nearest Departing International Airport: Lima Jorge Chavez International Airport (LIM)
Please check this document just before departing in case of last minute changes to your tour.

Tour Documents

PDF Document

Adventure Tour Pre Departure Information for South America
Packing List for Adventure Tours
Joining Letter for Tours Beginning in Lima
Optional Excursions in South America
Peru Dossier
Spanish Language Guide
Inca Trail Passport Declaration Form

What's Included
Two nights in the Amazon Jungle in Peru
Guided tour of Sacred Valley of the Incas
Inca Trail Trek
Guided tour of Machu Picchu
4 nights in hotels, hostels & guesthouses, 2 nights in a
Jungle Lodge, 1 nights in homestays, 3 nights in hotels
or campsites on the trek route
5 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 5 dinners
Travel by local public bus, train, boat, taxi, on foot, 3
flight(s)
Tucan Travel Tour Leader, English-speaking local
guide(s) on excursions

What's not Included
International flights and departure taxes
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Domestic flight taxes if applicable
Tips on included excursions, visas, travel insurance, personal items and single rooms.
Airport transfers and pre and post tour accommodation
Spending money – budget for meals, snacks, drinks, limited souvenirs, laundry, tips and any extras
Optional excursions - Please see our optional excursions guide on the dossier page for a comprehensive list of
optional activities and excursions available on this tour.

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1 to 1 - Arrive Lima
The first day of your tour is simply an arrival day with no pre-organised activities. In order to allow time to relax and see some of the sights you may wish
to add pre tour accommodation. On arrival please ask at the reception for information on when the pre departure meeting will be held.
Lima was founded by the Spanish Conquistador Francisco Pizarro in 1535 after he eradicated the Incas and made the city his capital. Lima has many fine
colonial buildings and some of the best museums in South America including the Gold Museum, Museum of the Inquisition and the Catacombs below the
San Francisco Church. Peru's capital has much to offer and many of the sights, including the city's two main squares the Plaza de Armas and Plaza San
Martin, are within easy walking distance The Plaza de Armas houses the Cathedral, Municipal Palace and Presidential Palace where the changing of the
guard can be seen every day at 12 noon. There are also many markets in Lima, possibly the best being in the central district.
Day 2 to 3 - Amazon Jungle
Our Tucan Travel rep will transfer you to the airport for your flight to the jungle community of Puerto Maldonado, the starting point for our visit to the
Amazon rainforest.
In Puerto Maldonado you can pick up any last minute drinks or snacks in the busy markets and shops. The first leg of our journey is by bus followed by
motorised canoe, a 35 kilometre journey along the river (approx two hours total). The canoes are very safe.
Arriving at the lodge located on the river’s edge, you will be allocated a bungalow all of which are built from local indigenous materials. Each room is
sealed by meshed netting to keep out mosquitoes and other insects. All rooms have basic private bathroom facilities. Due to the remoteness of the lodge
there is no hot water and drinking water should be purchased. There is also limited electricity so please charge any electrical equipment prior to your
arrival. In the evening the lodge and walkways are lit by oil lamps. Other facilities include a welcoming reception area, dining room and bar facilities. All
excursions are led by English speaking local guides providing plenty of opportunity to enjoy marvelous jungle landscapes and rich diversity of flora and
fauna.
After lunch we will set off on a trek through the rainforest along wooden walk ways. On the way our guide will stop to show you various species of bird and
explain the medicinal plants and delicate ecological systems of the Amazon Jungle. The scenery is extremely varied incorporating dense jungle as well as
marsh areas. You will see incredibly big trees, several metres in diameter and around 450 years old. There is an opportunity to take a canoe ride drifting
along one of the small lakes hidden away in the jungle, observing caiman and the abundant bird life. We then return to the lodge for dinner.
After an early breakfast we hike deeper in to the jungle, enjoying the surroundings and exploring the delights and hidden wonders of the Amazon
Rainforest. We may also catch a glimpse of the rare giant otter. Afterwards we will enjoy the view of the lake from our viewing point/observation platform,
where you can experience the canopy wildlife such as parrots, guacamayos, toucans, camungos, shanshos, herons, turtles and caiman. We will return to
the lodge for a well deserved lunch.
After lunch, we take a short boat trip across the Madre de Dios River to Monkey Island. On the way over you may spot caiman from the boat. Once on the
island it is possible to see a great variety of monkeys such as the ‘maquisapa’, black and white ‘Martins’, ‘Leoncito de la Selva’ (Little Lions), ‘Frail
es’ (Friars),
‘Achuñis’, ‘Ronsocos’ as well as an array of birdlife. In the evenings it is often possible to enjoy the wonderful sunset, one of the most impressive sights of
the forest (weather permitting).
Included Excursion Excursions in to the Amazon Jungle on foot and by boat
Day 4 to 4 - Cuzco
On the final day we awake to the sounds of the jungle before departing this jungle haven and returning to Puerto Maldonado for our flight on to Cuzco,
where you have the rest of the day free to explore this fascinating ancient capital.
Before embarking on the Inca Trail Trek we will have a briefing to prepare for the next few days and an early departure the following morning.
Day 5 to 5 - Ollantaytambo
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A full day is spent visiting the Sacred Valley of the Incas. Firstly we visit the Pisac ruins, perched on a hilltop with incredible views of the snow -capped
mountains. We then go down to the famous traditional market of the same name, which is full of colour and atmosphere. A great place for souvenirs! After
lunch, we continue along the valley to the temple/fortress of Ollantaytambo with its enormous Inca terracing constructed on the side of a steep mountain.
Included Excursion Guided tour of Sacred Valley of the Incas
Day 6 to 8 - Inca Trail Trek
During your hike of the Inca Trail you will cross spectacular passes and visit more Inca ruins en-route to the Lost City of the Incas, Machu Picchu. A local
guide will lead this expedition and there will be cooks and porters to carry the main equipment, leaving you with just a small daypack. The trek begins after
a short bus journey and the first day is a relatively easy 4½ hour 13 kilometre walk which will get you limbered up for the highest pass at Warmiwañusc a
(4,200 metres) which you will reach before lunchtime on Day two (and which translates to “Dead Woman's Pass”!). During Day two you will co
ver
approximately nine kilometres in about 5-7 hours and after the high pass it's all down hill as the trail winds its way along old Inca stairs to our campsite.
On Day three we pass the ruins of Runkurakay, Sayacmarca and Phuyupatamarca, walking approximately 15 kilometres in seven hours.
The last morning, after an overnight stop at Wiñay-Wayna, you will rise early for the final walk to Machu Picchu and greet daybreak over the famous “Sun
Gate”. There will then be time to explore on your own or simply take in the magnificence of the place after your guided tour.
The Lost City of Machu Picchu was originally completely self-contained, surrounded by agricultural terraces sufficient to feed the population, and watered
by natural springs. Located high above the fast flowing Urubamba River, the cloud shrouded ruins have palaces, baths, temples, storage rooms and some
150 houses, all in a remarkable state of preservation that will simply take your breath away.
The ruins were only discovered by the outside world in 1911, when American explorer Hiram Bingham found them while looking for another “lost city” cal
led
Vilcabamba. Due to their isolation many of the buildings are still quite intact and you can't help but admire Huayna Picchu (“Young Mountain”), which tow
ers
above the ruins. After spending most of the day at Machu Picchu you have the chance to soak your tired muscles in the hot springs at Aguas Calientes or
meander through the markets before returning to Cuzco by train.
Due to a limited number of people being allowed on the trail a day, permits are limited and can sell out far in advance. If you wish to book the Inca Trail,
please provide your Reservations Agent with your passport details by email as soon as possible so that we can secure your permit. Without your passport
details, we are unable to arrange your Inca Trail Trek. Please click here for more information. For information on the Lares Trek, click here. If you are not
participating in either trek then you will visit Machu Picchu by train and have plenty of free time to enjoy the activities available in and around Cuzco.
Included Excursion Permits and Guided three day hike on the Inca Trail • Guided Tour of Machu Picchu
Day 9 to 9 - Cuzco
Cuzco, which means ‘navel of the earth' in the Inca language of Quechua, has a mostly indigenous population of around 300,000 and is centred around
the Plaza de Armas, which is dominated by the Cathedral and La Compañia de Jesus Church. Its cloistered arcades house many fine restaurants, bars
and shops. Make the most of your free days in Cuzco to explore its amazing churches, colonial buildings and picturesque streets, many of which have
Inca walls, arches and doorways. On a hill overlooking the city stands the ceremonial fortress of Sacsayhuaman, where some of the most spectacular
Inca walls can be found, including a massive 130 ton stone. There are also many optional excursions and activities available such as white water rafting,
horse riding, mountain biking and canoeing on offer.
Day 10 to 10 - Lima
Our Tucan Travel rep will transfer you to Cuzco airport for your flight to Lima, also known as the "City of the Kings". Here you will be met by another of our
Tucan Travel reps and transferred to our hotel for one more night. You then have a free afternoon for last minute sightseeing and shopping.
Day 11 to 11 - Depart Lima
We return to Lima where our adventures began. You will have a final night before your tour comes to an end.
Your adventure of a lifetime comes to an end today. If you have a late flight or have lengthened your stay by adding post tour accommodation you will
have more time to explore the sights.

This itinerary is a guide. Changes may be made before or during your tour to improve the running or due to unforseen circumstances.

Travel Style
This is anAdventure Tour. We see a destination from the locals' perspective using a variety of transport and staying in small locally owned
accommodation. There is a maximum of 16 travellers with an average group size of 8-12.
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Packing List
We have a detailed packing list for all of our Adventure Tours here.

Baggage
On all of our Adventure Tours, you will be required to carry your luggage long distances down unpaved and uneven roads or up flights of stairs when
elevators are not available. It is important that you choose a durable and lightweight soft bag that you can carry comfortably on your back.
You will also need a small daypack, large enough to carry everything you might need on overnight excursions.

Add-ons & Extras
On many of our Group Tours, we spend one night in our arrival and departure cities. If you want to explore these cities more we can book pre and post
tour accommodation, city tours and airport transfers for you. Price information can be found on the price page of each tour. We also have Add-ons - short
packages that can be booked alongside a tour or on their own and have been carefully designed to ensure you don't miss out on popular highlights.

Rooming
All ourAdventure Tours are priced per person on a shared room basis meaning there is no compulsory extra payment for those travelling on their own.

I'd like my own room
If you are a solo traveller, a single room is available on most occasions at an extra cost. Price information can be found on the price page of each tour.

Getting to Machu Picchu
Inca Trail Trek
The Inca Trail is included in this tour and is subject to availability. Permits are strictly regulated by the Peruvian Government, often sell out months in
advance and are booked using your passport details which must be provided to us in writing. If permits are unavailable or the trail is closed (February)
then the Inca Trail Trek will be replaced by the Lares Trail. The Inca Trail involves trekking at high altitude and requires a certain level of fitness. Please
check with your doctor before travel.

Train to Machu Picchu
If you prefer not to trek, you can take the train to Machu Picchu. This is included in the tour price at no extra charge.

Day by Day Itinerary
Day

Activity

Country

Day 1

Lima

Peru

Day 2

Amazon Jungle

LD

Day 3

Amazon Jungle

BLD

Day 4

Cuzco

B

Day 5

Ollantaytambo

Day 6

Inca Trail Trek

LD

Day 7

Inca Trail Trek

BLD

Day 8

Inca Trail Trek

BLD

Day 9

Cuzco

B

Day 10

Lima

Day 11

Lima

(B - Breakfast, L - Lunch, D - Dinner included)
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Meals

Single
Room

Please note the day to day itinerary above is given as a GUIDELINE ONLY.
For tours that include the option of a single supplement, a ? will indicate in which destinations single rooms are available.
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